Reserve and between Čerňava and Skaliska Sochová Nature Reserves in the Hostýnské vrchy Hills (Moravia), are reported. A detailed macro-and microscopic description is given, and differences from similar species are discussed.
INTRODUCTION
During his field research of the Hostýnské vrchy Hills, amateur mycologist Jiří Polčák (Přerov) found many carpophores of an unusually coloured Ramaria species in Tesák Nature Reserve. The first find was made on 31 August 2005, the second one on 8 September 2005 at the same locality. Later in the same year, he also found this fungus in another three adjacent localities between Čerňava and Skaliska Sochová Nature Reserves, also in the Hostýnské vrchy Hills, where he found some dozens of carpophores. This fungus was identified as Ramaria bataillei (Maire) Corner, a species not yet known from the Czech Republic. Pilát (1958) included this species into his key with a note that it had not been collected in the former Czechoslovakia until that time.
METHODS
Microscopic features are described from material mounted in Congo-red, L 4 and Cotton blue. For the basidiospores the following factors are used: X (average of basidiospore size) and Q (mean of quotients of length and width in all spores). Authors of fungal names are cited according to Kirk and Ansell (1992) , colour abbreviations to Küppers (1999) , and herbarium abbreviations follow Holmgren (2003) . Ramaria bataillei is especially characterised by having typical acicular crystals on its rhizomorphs. The presence of similar crystals is also typical of Ramaria testaceoflava (Bres.) Corner, a species not collected in the Czech Republic to this day. However, it has distinctly smaller basidiospores (8-13 × 4-5.8 μm) and lacks any red colours on the stem surface and in the branching zone above the stipe, which is typical of R. bataillei. Both species grow in coniferous and mixed forests in montane habitats (Christan 1997) . Moreover, R. bataillei may be subthermophilic and also grows under broadleaved trees.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Ramaria bataillei
Ramaria bataillei can also be confused with R. fennica (P. Karst.) Ricken var. fennica. However, this species has violet coloured carpophores, an unchangeable context, hyaline basidia and lacks acicular crystals on its rhizomorphs. Schild (1995) mentioned erroneously the presence of such crystals in this species.
Ramaria bataillei is known from many European countries, especially from the Alps in central and western Europe. It has been collected in Switzerland (Breitenbach and Kränzlin 1986) , France (Bourdot and Galzin 1928 , Corner 1950 , 1970 , Italy (Cetto 1987, Franchi and Marchetti 2001) , Austria (Christan 1997) and Germany (Krieglsteiner 1983) . The collections published here represent the first finds in the Czech Republic. 
